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Afterschool
STEM Takes Off

Programs Offer More STEM Than Ever,
But Too Many Young People Still Miss Out




About America After SPM

America After 3PM is the nation’s most comprehensive look at how children spend their time during
the hours after school and during the summer. Conducted roughly every five years, the 2025
study is the fifth edition of the survey. Previous studies were conducted in 2004, 2009, 2014, and

2020. STEM questions were included beginning in 2014, making this the third special report on
STEM in afterschool.

America After 3PM 2025 Is a large, national tracking survey of 30,515 U.S. parents or guardians of a

school-age child. At least 200 interviews were completed in every state and the District of
Columbia.

The survey was conducted using a mixed-mode methodology to reach as many households as

possible and offered in both English and Spanish. All interviews were completed between January
31 and April 21, 2025.

The America After 3PM special report, “Afterschool STEM Takes Off: Programs Offer More STEM Than Ever, But Too Many Young People Still Miss
Out” is based on research commissioned and funded by Overdeck Family Foundation.



Key Takeaways

o STEM in afterschool has become nearly universal

STEM in afterschool is not a monolith

e Rural families value STEM but face steep barriers to access
STEM priority grows as youth approach college and career

STEM can deliver on skills parents value most



STEM is now widely offered in afterschool programs



Parents want STEM
opportunities for their children
when selecting programs




Afterschool STEM is offered across the community



Disparities for low-income children




Afterschool programs overall are still out of

reach for too many

Parents of

29.6 million kids

want afterschool programs

22.6 million kids

still don’t have access

More than

3-4

kids are missing out



Dramatic growth in availability of individual STEM
subjects, with computer science, technology, and
engineering nearly doubling in the past five years

*The 2014 and 2020 surveys asked about technology and engineering activities as a single combined answer option.



But parents place top value on
science and math

Parents rank science and math much
higher than computer science,
technology, and engineering when the
priority for STEM is disaggregated

Science and math are the most widely
available subjects in programs and
also the ones parents are most
satisfied with

This pattern holds across income
levels and races



STEM and gender differences

Y



Notable gender gap in parent priorities for
computer science, technology, and engineering



Urban parents prioritize STEM more than
rural and suburban families




Rural parents report far fewer
STEM opportunities




Distance increases disadvantage




Parent agreement that afterschool programs
help children gain STEM interest and skills
rises as children get older




Parents of high schoolers value computer
science and technology more




As children approach college and career, parents also
prioritize applied, future-oriented learning



Parents highly prioritize durable skills and
whole-child development




Income is a stronger differentiator
for summer STEM camps than for
afterschool STEM

Low-income families want summer STEM
more than high-income families

20% of high-income families with a child in a
summer program have a child in a STEM
camp compared to 11% of low-income
families



Recommendations

Expand access with investments in underserved and rural areas

Ensure afterschool programs are included as partners in legislation
focused on education and training in STEM

Increase investment in STEM subjects that lag

Help programs connect STEM learning to skills parents value most,
including durable skills development

Incentivize stronger partnerships with STEM-rich institutions



Learn more

Visit aa3pm.co to access all resources

Data Dashboard Full Report Executive Summary



Girls & Young Women in STEM

Girls and young women do well in math and science

Girls’ perceptions of their abilities in math and science
decline from 5th-12th grade

T-4Hinkelman, L. (2024)
SCollege Board. (2025)




Gender Gaps in STEM




The Influence of Stereotypes

1.2Master et al. (2025) Miller et al. (2024)
SMiller et al. (2024)

45Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Media (2021)
6Sullivan, A. (2019)




Fostering Belonging iIn STEM

The Power of Friendship

Exposure to Relatable Women STEM Role Models

Connect STEM to girls’ lives and to community impact

'Cyr et al. (2025)
2Hill et al. (2024)

3Gonzalez-Pérez et al. (2020) ; King and Pringle (2019)
4Broadley (2015); Hughes et al. (2013)
SHughes et al. (2020)




Strategies to Foster Belonging

Counter Stereotypes Explicitly

Be Mindful of Your Own Messaging



Strategies to Foster Belonging

Showcase Relatable Role Models

Make Connections between Girls’ Cultural and Social Backgrounds
and STEM



Research Highlighted & Resources

Research Highlighted NGCP Resources



https://ngcproject.org/resources/5-ways-counter-stem-stereotypes-children-and-youth
https://ngcproject.org/resources/5-ways-counter-stem-stereotypes-children-and-youth
https://ngcproject.org/resources/4-ways-support-girls-steam-learning-through-play
https://ngcproject.org/resources/4-ways-support-girls-steam-learning-through-play
https://ngcproject.org/resources/understanding-stem-stereotypes-look-newest-research-and-strategies
https://ngcproject.org/resources/understanding-stem-stereotypes-look-newest-research-and-strategies
https://ngcproject.org/resources/picture-books-break-stereotypes-stem-and-beyond
https://ngcproject.org/resources/picture-books-break-stereotypes-stem-and-beyond
https://doi.org/10.1177/1038416214559548
https://doi.org/10.1177/1038416214559548
program-summary-report-2025.pdf
program-summary-report-2025.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13684302251385462#tab-contributors
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/13684302251385462#tab-contributors
https://geenadavisinstitute.org/research/lego-ready-for-girls-creativity-study/
https://geenadavisinstitute.org/research/lego-ready-for-girls-creativity-study/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.02204/full?field=
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.02204/full?field=
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.02204/full?field=
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.02204/full?field=
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11165-024-10173-6.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11165-024-10173-6.pdf
https://www.rulingourexperiences.com/stem
https://www.rulingourexperiences.com/stem
https://informalscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Hughes_Single_Sex_Debate.pdf
https://informalscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Hughes_Single_Sex_Debate.pdf
https://doi.org/10.15695/jstem/v3i1.16
https://doi.org/10.15695/jstem/v3i1.16
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/tea.21513
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/tea.21513
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2408657122
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2408657122
https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2025-50489-001.html
https://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2025-50489-001.html
https://ngcproject.org/resources/state-girls-and-women-stem
https://ngcproject.org/resources/state-girls-and-women-stem
https://books.google.com/books/about/Breaking_the_STEM_Stereotype.html?id=6DX5wwEACAAJ
https://books.google.com/books/about/Breaking_the_STEM_Stereotype.html?id=6DX5wwEACAAJ

STEM in Rural Settings; Boys & Girls Club of

the Flathead Reservation & Lake County
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