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Welcome to the inaugural
issue of the Louisiana Girls

Collaborative Project
newsletter. This resource is

provided as part of the
partnership between the

National Girls Collaborative
Project and the  SCILS Region
8 LaSTEM Center. Designed

to support the SCILS statewide
initiative of Girls in STEM, we

are proud to provide
resources each month that
you and your network can

utilize in promoting efforts that
support girls engaging in

STEM-related opportunities
and activities.

Meet the new Youth Advisory
Board (YAB) Members

NGCP is excited to announce new
members of its Youth Advisory Board. This
year's YAB comprises 38 exceptional high

school students from varied regions,
backgrounds, and STEM interests, all

committed to shaping the future of STEM
education. We warmly welcome these

brilliant minds and eagerly anticipate their
feedback and contributions to NGCP
initiatives and our ongoing mission to

create STEM experiences as diverse as
the world we live in. And when you check it

out, you just may spot someone from
Louisiana!

READ MORE

Wednesday, January 17th, 2024
2PM - 3PM EST
Register Here

https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cNVhVy7LNR76FoFuH37YDDd7ziaUB3kKDrRXjwhTdY0EyAZMuSsSUUX1PfjT6OrTwDkUfqOcwLujGOP5bg17LtyIQFDeC4dWZu7-IB9EEuZ6L8DYN7ug-6EFHvfYffbqVNDgI1yS6pgTtsCqOUjl_A01tPFgVAI8v-d5k4txWx98JQuz58IaE6Ryz2_NWMChKafidPX-tVM=&c=K6LkU0IpXQsTUgz7Oz03tckBwTK-eGJh2G0onKEyEWm3r610lzJAFg==&ch=y8LyLkHass4CcQh6KhvsRdpB7YNCoZ6O1g5x-8Puldl2Pv8Djtup2g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FfErOTR0e8fXfm1OQgvUDBzuy907xj7l8iwPt8qcSCPmU1c0mR1x-7mxWJ8Ea3rn-6plqzmDgahGwJlEdNmxZUaykzv5bFkrVsKY9AlVybTapH5qGmO0ZnxvRejHpozxCh9vgsnMo7LdShYlVDsVI27DNdbxGEUmHI9-aoq_vTLYmWMQ83g9OeZeXwLXVC6pzfy7CzWHYX10d10ku0Ci1Ha1Ti3VrBMq8hBr6TeA48k=&c=mqWQLubK68GseBvTMd9yeCJliXMfACp9laPRWO6szxCkNWOEhHIP6Q==&ch=lUteW--gSN3lTHTGdxHeh7exx4rzovyZZdk-f_EjjpZr2O05zR4Bwg==


ENGINEER GIRL
WRITING CONTEST
Calling all aspiring writers! Dive
into the untold stories of the
objects that grace your daily lives
with EngineerGirls 2024 writing
contest: "The Secret Life of
Everyday Items."

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE PROJECT:

READ MORE

READ MORE

IF/THEN COLLECTION

Looking for resources to help
introduce young girls to STEM
careers? Check out the
IF/THEN Collection. More than
3,000 free assets are included!

READ MORE

https://www.ifthencollection.org/
https://www.engineergirl.org/151463/2024-Writing-Contest-The-Secret-Life-of-Everyday-Items
https://www.engineergirl.org/151463/2024-Writing-Contest-The-Secret-Life-of-Everyday-Items
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-girls-collaborative-project


TECHBRIDGE GIRLS
APPLICATIONS OPEN

Techbridge Girls is recruiting out-
of-school time (OST) educators to
participate in STEM and equity
training, curriculum, resources,
and ongoing support. Applications
are due January 19, 2024. 

READ MORE

Terysa Ridgeway is a Sr. Technical Program Manager at
Google and holds Computer Science and Mathematics

degrees from Southern University and A&M College. She
has extensive experience in solving complex business and

technical problems as both a Software Engineer and a
Program Manager; leading a number of initiatives in the

Healthcare, Aerospace, and Aeronautics industries.

Terysa is widely recognized as an innovative leader in the
public sector and has designed and implemented

countless approaches using Agile Project Management
techniques. In her current role she is leading teams to

innovate and engage with Cloud partners, offering
solutions that modernize workloads on world-class

infrastructure.

Terysa is actively involved in educational programs, with a
focus on STEM, that empower youth in her local

community. She takes great pride in giving back as a STEM
advocate and author of Think Like A Computer, a book to
introduce children to the basics of Computer Science. In

addition to Terysa’s business contributions, her
humanitarian efforts are equally as notable as she has

received numerous accolades and has been recognized
locally and internationally for her efforts.

www.terysasolvesit.com 

MEET A MEMBER
OF OUR

CHAMPIONS
BOARD: 

Terysa Ridgeway

https://app.participate.com/pages/techbridge-girls-information-and-application-page
http://www.terysasolvesit.com/
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2024 NGCP Virtual
Institute

National Girls Collaborative Project state
Leadership Team members and

advocates met to discuss strategies to
engage girls in STEM at the NGCP 2024
Virtual Collaboration Institute. The topics

include general information about the
NGCP Collaboration Model, the benefits
of belonging to the NGCP network, and
available resources. Hear from girls and

experienced NGCP Collaborative
community members through various
engaging presentations and activities.

Check out the Collaboration Playlist here:

SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in the College of Education and Human Sciences at
Louisiana Tech University

Women continue to face significant barriers
in STEM professions. Some states may
eliminate university programs and ban

strategies that support girls in STEM. We are
taking action, and we can’t do it alone. Stand

with girls, let's STEM together.

LEARN MORE

STEM Ambassador Named
Miss Louisiana’s Teen 

A sophomore at Ruston High School, Melissa
serves as Co-Chair for the National Girls

Collaborative Project Youth Advisory Board and
will be promoting "STEM to Bloom: Investing in
STEM Education for All" as her platform during

her reign. She has partnered with the SCILS
Region 8 LASTEM Center at Louisiana Tech

University since its inception to provide
opportunities and resources for community
members and empower their engagement in

STEM activities. 

READ MORE

VIEW THE LINKS

https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://ngcproject.org/stemtogether
https://lincolnparishjournal.com/2024/04/09/rhs-student-named-miss-louisianas-teen/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0q1Gneg7rH7-TEREPHbF7e5ZBqaqx6sal_6niN4eedaugfYH7QqVisB0M_aem_ATaEb8WPTQUKlZF2MRBvEhDDupy3V1krslACE9a21sj3GMLZK7izEW-elvNgpzlmldTbVi10Jf83rxl4d1clVfii
https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHChFBO7tUE&list=PLiQ4o5aGUmU1O60jTHVtQHRP_ikdfejZD


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE

PROJECT:

THE IF/THEN CHAMPIONS
NETWORK

The National Girls Collaborative
Project, in partnership with the

Association of Science and Technology
Centers (ASTC), invites you to join a

growing movement of museums,
institutions, and individuals across the
United States committed to advancing
gender equity within STEM fields.  The

IF/THEN® Collection is the largest
free resource dedicated to

disseminating authentic and relatable
images of real women in STEM. 

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

READ MOREIF/THEN CHAMPIONS
NETWORK WEBINAR

Have questions about membership
levels, commitments, and how to
join the IF/THEN Champions®
Network? Plan to join a kick-off
webinar and meet NGCP and
ASTC to learn more about the

IF/THEN® Champions Network
and all the benefits of joining. The
webinar is scheduled for May 22,
2024, and those interested can

register using the link below. READ MORE

REGISTER

https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001menRWzCz7o9bI4wc-gJmWg6av58St8qTXRqkaiq9expufBdJxyrhx-6gbnAM0BMOF_xkwv5etdV4-zSWXR6yoGazLdwEKY6wxHuxUqSK1DOK0H3GTpkXI9iN0VV955nCWRYzMhBBRfKSZaoQNJ_PqQ==&c=l5nHqlTviQ8-zylO9i9oHiM4l7Xf1UKLLtN_brKElXsLrMmkyirjUw==&ch=dNwcF1N312VuZfqN-a6QVom9F26Vrk83t9u2LAoaSFn72fSvu8JrMw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001menRWzCz7o9bI4wc-gJmWg6av58St8qTXRqkaiq9expufBdJxyrhx-6gbnAM0BMOF_xkwv5etdV4-zSWXR6yoGazLdwEKY6wxHuxUqSK1DOK0H3GTpkXI9iN0VV955nCWRYzMhBBRfKSZaoQNJ_PqQ==&c=l5nHqlTviQ8-zylO9i9oHiM4l7Xf1UKLLtN_brKElXsLrMmkyirjUw==&ch=dNwcF1N312VuZfqN-a6QVom9F26Vrk83t9u2LAoaSFn72fSvu8JrMw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001menRWzCz7o9bI4wc-gJmWg6av58St8qTXRqkaiq9expufBdJxyrhxzOYdZYLfMne1c6BaPpH1zqUDZW6fRdpGel2PK_1HUK1P9NME2qy0IAh0972VH3HoOPrLrPJrtj5OJr9Twzpoa15YKOq-pGI8Td5ZvvH2cQwQZluyovoHl4=&c=l5nHqlTviQ8-zylO9i9oHiM4l7Xf1UKLLtN_brKElXsLrMmkyirjUw==&ch=dNwcF1N312VuZfqN-a6QVom9F26Vrk83t9u2LAoaSFn72fSvu8JrMw==
https://www.astc.org/ifthen/champions-network/
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-girls-collaborative-project
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpcuCurjkjEtbPX8kObI5ezyfKy9yfOIw3#/registration


BUG OUT FOR WOMEN
ENTOMOLOGISTS

Dive into the fascinating world of those who
truly bug out for science—the trailblazing

women of entomology. Entering a traditionally
male-dominated field is no easy task, but

these remarkable scientists broke barriers
and awakened us to the impacts of harmful

pesticides. See how their commitment to
science translates into significant

contributions towards protecting nature.

READ MORE

Dr. Pam Blanchard is an Associate
Professor of Science Education in
the LSU School of Education. She
taught science methods courses

for 20+ years there and currently is
co-directing the LSU Coastal Roots
Program full-time, which she began

in 2000 when she worked for
Louisiana Sea Grant College

Program. She also co-developed
the framework for LA Sea Grant's

Ocean Commotion, which
celebrated 25 years this past year.
Her passions include geology and

paleontology, teaching
constructivist hands-on science

lessons, coastal stewardship,
gardening, reading and crocheting.

MEET A MEMBER
OF OUR

CHAMPIONS
BOARD: 

Dr. Pam Blanchard

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcGrhEBVxfajlsW0QsXkcL_no5yh2KtIE4
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/celebrating-the-women-trailblazers-of-entomology?utm_campaign=wwf-marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_source=cons-update&utm_content=240925
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/


THREE THINGS MIDDLE
LEVEL EDUCATORS CAN

DO TO ENCOURAGE MORE
GIRLS TO ENGAGE IN

STEM

The movie Hidden Figures, the story of four
African American women working at NASA
in the 1960s, has reinvigorated the role of

women in STEM (science, technology,
engineering, math) careers. Although

women comprise 48% of the current U.S.
workforce, they comprise less than 25% of
the workforce in STEM fields, and current

enrollment trends in colleges and
universities predict that this number is not

going to change in the near future. The
National Center for Education Statistics

reported that in 1985 women received 37%
of technology-related degrees granted in

universities, but in 2014, women only
received 18% of technology-related

degrees granted in universities in the U.S.
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SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in the College of Education and Human Sciences at
Louisiana Tech University

GIRLS STEAM AHEAD WITH
NASA PROGRAM COOKBOOK

FOR FACILITATORS

Create your own Girls STEAM Ahead with NASA event
using NASA’s Universe of Learning resources. Like any

typical cookbook, The Program Cookbook includes
recipes for events that are ordered by topic. Depending
on your comfort level with astrophysics topics, you may

use a sample event scenario exactly as outlined. Review
created sample event scenarios that you may use to

create hour-long events to guide your audience through a
particular topic. As you become more familiar with our

resources, you may also tailor your events based on your
audience’s needs and interests.

Access Resources Read More

https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://www.universe-of-learning.org/files/live/sites/uol/files/home/resources/projects/gawn/_documents/gsawn-program-cookbook-recipe1-light.pdf
https://www.amle.org/engaging-girls-in-stem/


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE

PROJECT:

BEST BOOKS BY AND FOR
WOMEN IN STEM

For women in STEM, seeing themselves in
the media is rare. As of 2023, 72% of
young women and girls said they wish

there were more STEM women characters
in movies and TV. But when they do, the
impact is huge. Studies have shown that
women’s mindsets are impacted by what
they see in the media. For instance, it’s

been shown that seeing powerful women in
the media decreases negative self-

perceptions and increases interest in
leadership roles among women watching.
The same effect occurs when women in

STEM see characters who look like them in
movies, TV, and books. 

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

READ MORE

BLOG: 
ENGAGING GIRLS IN

COMMUNITY SCIENCE
Community science projects are
the perfect way to engage girls in

science in meaningful and
impactful ways. We know that girls

benefit from early exposure to
science that is personally and

culturally relevant to them. Read
the latest blog from @The National

Girls Collaborative’s Amanda
Sullivan to learn more about how
we all can contribute to scientific

research and discoveries.
READ MORE

READ

https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/best-books-by-and-for-women-in-stem-165825780.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJ916_Nj447877ppiHLD8ZyeAzlapNWj8ii3kglelAMt8bbj8keyPcPRbaMsvOiC15a7T9SS7CkktQHHwH7pcFo5r_BtbRnfpX6MEQWt7Kh7eG_ZCrXXrURgeSU23Nskdl7Cn4dHKUPiZ7XEfqlv9lUAd_GZU9rEEcEjb4bFsiq8&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DZNbcTxYxq83YgP4bR6nDlBdQmZIr6VdWs3WAgH1r1gOR3Ci30j_V3RT8eVx03h5Q0KR_51XB5nsG-4td67Hbep6MbQ&_hsmi=305490419&guccounter=2
https://ngcproject.org/resources/engaging-girls-community-science
https://ngcproject.org/resources/engaging-girls-community-science
https://ngcproject.org/resources/engaging-girls-community-science
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-girls-collaborative-project
https://ngcproject.org/resources/engaging-girls-community-science


SCALING STEM EQUITABLY:
PRACTITIONER DRIVEN

REFLECTIONS AND EMERGING
GUIDELINES

In May 2023, practitioners across the informal
STEM landscape gathered in Washington, D.C.,
to challenge the ways we conventionally scale
informal STEM programs and collaboratively
brainstorm new paths forward that center on

equity. Now, a year later, on June 4 we will share
a set of emerging guidelines and a new tool that

supports equitable approaches to scaling
informal STEM programs.

VISIT THE WEBPAGE
AND REGISTER

Since 1994, Laura Havis has been a member of WINUP and the
South Texas Chapter where she has been involved on both the

international and local level, serving in all Chapter Office
positions. In 2022 she was honored as the recipient of the WiNUP

Outreach, Accomplishments and Knowledge (OAK) award.

Laura is a Program Management Office (PMO) team lead at
Accenture LLC. Laura works in the Health & Public Services (H&PS)
sector of Accenture providing process improvement, governance

oversight for over 200 client stakeholders, and management of
technology project delivery processes for over 200 account

leaders. She manages a team of Software Development Lifecycle
(SDLC) professionals who provide quality assurance to meet

national industry standards, process improvement support to
delivery technology projects to achieve deadline attainment and

ensures technology industry software compliance.

Laura also was instrumental for creating an Employee Resources
Group (ERG) on her Accenture account to assist in the

development and mentoring of professional women. She was
selected as a recipient of the Accenture Inclusion & Diversity 2021
Award for spearheading a venue of self-awareness and inclusion

practices for employees on her account. In 2023, she was
awarded the Accenture Austinspiration Award for the Women's

ERG delivering the Wonder Women Wednesday podcast to
highlight monthly professional women at all levels.

On a personal level, Laura is currently active in her community
with several non-profit organizations and active in her church

with multiple women’s organizations. She has been married for 35
years and has a son and a daughter-in-law, a daughter and two

grandchildren.

MEET A MEMBER OF
OUR CHAMPIONS

BOARD: 
Laura Havis

https://ngcproject.org/ScalingInformalSTEMPrograms
https://ngcproject.org/ScalingInformalSTEMPrograms
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
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The Louisiana Girls Collaborative
Proudly Announces:

STEM HerWay: 
Inspiring Future STEMinists
Make plans to join a new national

webinar series created right here in
Louisiana! The goal is to expose
middle and high school girls to

available STEM careers as they plan
for their future. Participants will

hear firsthand from leading women
in science, technology, engineering,

and mathematics throughout this
exciting new initiative. 

 When: July 13 at 9 AM CT  
Hosted by Champions of STEM Equity

Aashni Shah and Melissa Le. See link below
to register for the event.
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SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in
the College of Education and Human
Sciences at Louisiana Tech University

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Louisiana Girls Collaborative

Announces Partnership with Discovery
Education for Career Connect 

Do you want to share your story and
expertise with classrooms this upcoming

school year? The National Girls
Collaborative Project is excited to announce

that Louisiana members will now have
access to Career Connect, an online

platform from Discovery Education that
matches classrooms with industry volunteers
for virtual classroom visits. Inspire students
about the work you do every day by sharing
your journey to becoming a female leader.

Every career story is unique including yours!

Sign Up For Access to Career Connect

Register for Webinar

Register for Training

https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://videos.discoveryeducation.com/watch/93qpwmRGkzEj5EvryTd8re?autoplay=1&vyplayer=93qpwmRGkzEj5EvryTd8re
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/7870428/Career-Connect-National-Girls-Collaborative-Project-Volunteer-Application
https://forms.gle/H44zRvVcfd4NYQev9
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckfu-qrz8sHNBMqjO8q6Qxu6uASQteYdgX#/registration


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE

PROJECT:

NCWIT BY THE NUMBERS
Check out the most compelling statistics on women’s
participation in computing on a single page. Visit the

National Center for Women & Information Technology for
more information about this important work.

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

READ MORE

NEW RESOURCES TO
SUPPORT EQUITABLY

SCALING INFORMAL STEM
PROGRAMS

The NGCP, Education Development
Center, and a wide range of collaborators

from across informal STEM education
have developed a set of resources for
those interested in equitably scaling

informal STEM learning programs and
curricula. These products are a result of

the Advancing the Conversation on
Scaling National Informal STEM

Programs conference, funded by the
National Science Foundation. 

READ MORE

EXPLORE RESOURCES
NGCP ANNOUNCEMENTSREAD ABOUT THE PROJECT

INTERESTED IN AN ONLINE PROGRAM FOR
TEENAGE GIRLS ASPIRING IN STEM?

APPLY HERE

https://ncwit.org/
https://ncwit.org/resource/bythenumbers/
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Nun7i_j5D11hpJTGkIJCGqHIXwqtd015B1UXWZnDzXkLqN-kpblKTJJFgATWjVXbzcJAe7vFB7n6liGoLEcOlM8Zj9tREDI2R00mHZ_YdT6XCeGeRpNQIIvSu_9K37T7KUbSouPLicrLqWGIEQ7_JLSQHTQWzSqz-7vc3WtL6PwRfjbf5keR_wvjViuPGMxy&c=spSuqK92gvmGLLKYGJ4VW9x3X5RwEZ89BdefQtel7hzSOCDB1Gv-nQ==&ch=Ne25525UTX5rIBRyylxZvdXqx0sLa5rQOaW8hUqgSWITnzmFgyK-tg==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Nun7i_j5D11hpJTGkIJCGqHIXwqtd015B1UXWZnDzXkLqN-kpblKTJJFgATWjVXbzcJAe7vFB7n6liGoLEcOlM8Zj9tREDI2R00mHZ_YdT6XCeGeRpNQIIvSu_9K37T7KUbSouPLicrLqWGIEQ7_JLSQHTQWzSqz-7vc3WtL6PwRfjbf5keR_wvjViuPGMxy&c=spSuqK92gvmGLLKYGJ4VW9x3X5RwEZ89BdefQtel7hzSOCDB1Gv-nQ==&ch=Ne25525UTX5rIBRyylxZvdXqx0sLa5rQOaW8hUqgSWITnzmFgyK-tg==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Nun7i_j5D11hpJTGkIJCGqHIXwqtd015B1UXWZnDzXkLqN-kpblKTJJFgATWjVXbzcJAe7vFB7n6liGoLEcOlM8Zj9tREDI2R00mHZ_YdT6XCeGeRpNQIIvSu_9K37T7KUbSouPLicrLqWGIEQ7_JLSQHTQWzSqz-7vc3WtL6PwRfjbf5keR_wvjViuPGMxy&c=spSuqK92gvmGLLKYGJ4VW9x3X5RwEZ89BdefQtel7hzSOCDB1Gv-nQ==&ch=Ne25525UTX5rIBRyylxZvdXqx0sLa5rQOaW8hUqgSWITnzmFgyK-tg==
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-girls-collaborative-project
https://ngcproject.org/resources/new-tools-transforming-equitable-scale-informal-stem-programs
https://ngcproject.org/events-announcements
https://ngcproject.org/ScalingInformalSTEMPrograms
https://britesummer.org/


CREATE YOUR OWN
ASTRONOMY MASTERPIECE TO

INSPIRE AND ENGAGE
Join Girls STEAM Ahead with NASA and educators from 
the MicroObservatory Robotic Telescope Network in this
interactive webinar! Learn how to remotely control a real
telescope and create stunning astrophoto masterpieces

using a simple image enhancement tool used by
astronomers. Designed specifically for facilitators to include

engaging digital and hands-on activities, this empowering
event is your gateway to nurture your audiences’ STEM
identity. Register by Friday, July 26, 2024, to receive a

materials kit that you can use during this webinar!

VISIT THE 
WEBPAGE AND

REGISTER

Vivian Andrews is President of La Ve’ Consulting and
Past President of Women’s International Network of

Utility Professionals (WiNUP), an organization
committed to recognizing and developing women in

the utility industry and allied fields.

The Shreveport, Louisiana, resident previously served
as the organization’s Immediate Past President,

President, Vice President, and member of its
international board. 

Andrews brings over 50 years of experience in
operations, finance and human resources to her role.

Through La Ve’, Andrews has provided human
resources consulting services for the past 12 years.

Previously, she worked at American Electric Power for
over 36 years, utilizing skills including

communications, training, and regulatory compliance.

A member of WiNUP since 2007, Andrews previously
chaired the organization’s ArkLaTex Chapter. She

chaired WiNUP’s 2014 and 2022 International
Conference Committees.

Andrews received her MBA from Louisiana Tech
University. She has been married to husband, Winzer,

for 40 years and has four adult children. 

MEET A MEMBER OF
OUR CHAMPIONS

BOARD: 
Vivian Andrews

https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=770
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=770
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=770
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=770
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
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https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/


Happy Birthday to the
National Girls Collaborative

Project!

Celebrate 22 Years of Empowering Girls
in STEM

Thanks to collaborators like you, NGCP
has transformed STEM for youth,
connecting them to the effective

programs and resources they need to
succeed over the past 22 years. 

Over the past two decades, NCGP has:

Brought together over 48,000 STEM
organizations across the nation
Reached over 20 million girls with
STEM experiences
Provided state collaboratives and
corporations with research to
practice strategies to implement
inclusive STEM practices.

Join the movement . . . 
visit the links below.

Make a Gift     Shop

OCTOBER 2024
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SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in the
College of Education and Human Sciences at

Louisiana Tech University

Presenting Our Third
“STEM Her Way”

Webinar
Featuring

Danielle Manning

Watch the Webinar

Danielle is the Lead
Meteorologist with the National
Weather Service in New Orleans

https://ngcproject.org/youth-advisory-board-members
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010vMnYypaPl4CJ0psdzCCM6Yepx51I75O3wzinevSDia2FYvh3R1ihZxmUjNdPm4OAWlwGG1JhaUVf04hFii9g698b-Pw14lBeXFY3hKvRwFKb-Ns5bHLVWEA1t4DyNKbBz8doUZBWrLi5pP37-RiJLTvtYlVAhG_yiL2Wh1ljJEpWEg5jH4_jKcnInLzmHic&c=9E8YQI4kZPSxtk5_ISKye0bhqLkbkRjIupiD9FJBVWOF0fuACJuxow==&ch=fuL7F-YWqFc5zMtD6TyWe0bn0jFso_noDCbLpJz424IKc9ndrIF0Sw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010vMnYypaPl4CJ0psdzCCM6Yepx51I75O3wzinevSDia2FYvh3R1ihaUDqau90n7F7sLBEE5Bs4zVs8W6hf1K8SwV94kOSQYgfog2luWBymwVhO-S-x8WjUracEzHwrP0yfRKUCJ7x9KjPrkCK2IEt5yQXkAlkQVQfAWDif5ve3M=&c=9E8YQI4kZPSxtk5_ISKye0bhqLkbkRjIupiD9FJBVWOF0fuACJuxow==&ch=fuL7F-YWqFc5zMtD6TyWe0bn0jFso_noDCbLpJz424IKc9ndrIF0Sw==
https://youtu.be/WRPOrUp4TOQ


NASA’s “First Woman” graphic novel series
tells the story of Callie Rodriguez, the first

woman to explore the Moon. While Callie is
a fictional character, the first female

astronaut and person of color will soon set
foot on the Moon. Through this graphic

novel, NASA aims to inspire the next
generation of explorers – the Artemis

Generation.

NASA‘S FIRST WOMAN 
GRAPHIC NOVEL SERIES

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE LOUISIANA GIRLS

COLLABORATIVE PROJECT:

FIRST WOMAN CAMP EXPERIENCE
This set of hands-on activities accompanies NASA’s

“First Woman” graphic novel series. Intended for use
in K–12 informal education settings such as after-

school programs, summer camps, STEM nights, and
weekend workshops, this First Woman Camp

Experience Guide will bring the excitement of NASA’s
science and technology.

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE

NGCP ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=776&
https://www.nasa.gov/calliefirst/
https://www.nasa.gov/calliefirst/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem-content/first-woman-graphic-novel/
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-girls-collaborative-project
https://www.nasa.gov/calliefirst/
https://ngcproject.org/events-announcements


AFTERSCHOOL'S IMPACT ON
STEM LEARNING

Afterschool programs are more than just a safe
space—they’re powerful catalysts for change in

STEM education. Evidence shows that these
programs are uniquely positioned to support youth

who are historically underrepresented in STEM
fields. Through mentoring and exposure to
inspiring role models, afterschool programs

nurture a sense of belonging and help young
people develop strong STEM identities.

MEET A MEMBER OF
OUR CHAMPIONS

BOARD: 
Anita Barker

READ BLOG Anita Barker is a proud native of Lake Charles, Louisiana, and
a graduate of McNeese State University with a Bachelor’s

degree in Sociology.  In 2013, Anita founded the Girlie Girls
Mentoring Program (GGMP), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

organization dedicated to empowering young ladies aged 8-
18 by building their academic and social excellence. The

program offers a range of services, including STEM
education, hands-on learning, monthly seminars, community
service, college preparation, and leadership training. GGMP
is designed to challenge and inspire girls to discover their

full potential while building self-confidence and promoting
self-love. Anita’s background as a K-5 enrichment teacher

provided her with the skills and experience to create
dynamic, engaging learning environments, which she now

channels into the mentoring program. Her extensive
knowledge in education allows her to blend academic

achievement with personal development, preparing girls to
excel in both areas. 

In addition to her role as a mentor and educator, Anita is also
a published author. She has written two children’s books, an

activity book, and an inspirational journal for girls. Her
writings are designed to encourage young readers to build

self-confidence, explore creativity, and reflect on their inner
strength. Anita's passion for working with young ladies stems

from her desire to help those who may struggle with self-
esteem and face barriers to success. Honored with several
prestigious awards, Anita achieved a historic milestone by
opening the first all-girls youth mentoring facility in Lake

Charles. Her leadership and vision have paved the way for
young girls to receive the guidance and support they need to

thrive academically, emotionally, and socially. 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/afterschools-impact-stem-learning-national-girls-collaborative-hwxff/?trackingId=UAE4Df1mRwynrO7NkFpujw%3D%3D
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=775&
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/


2024 Texas Women and Girls in STEM
Summit 

Friday, December 6, 2024
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. CT Summit Sessions

(Virtual in Zoom)

The event is designed to share effective
practices, connect organizations and

individuals, and showcase outstanding
efforts to increase the number of girls in

STEM and support the retention of
women in STEM careers.  STEM

professionals and all who are engaged in
education, outreach, recruitment, and/or
retention of women and girls in STEM are

invited to join.
 

Find the agenda and session descriptions
on the Summit website.

Registration fee: $50. Provides full
access to all virtual sessions, recordings,

resources, and references.
High school and college students may

register at a discounted $25
registration fee.

Contact STEM@TxGCP.org to inquire
about a registration full or partial

scholarship.
Contact STEM@TxGCP.org to inquire

about group registration discounts.

 Register now!
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SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in the
College of Education and Human Sciences at

Louisiana Tech University

Announcing the 2024-
2025 STEM Her Way

Youth Outreach Board
Leadership

Louisiana Girls Collaborative
Invited to the 8th Annual Texas

Women and Girls in STEM Summit

Chair and Leader: Aashni Sha (Caddo
Magnet High School)

Treasurer: Van Din (Ruston High
School)

Secretary: Susanna Chiruguru
(LaGrange High School)

Community Outreach Manager: Mya
Montgomery (Woodlawn High School)
PR Manager: Annelise Murray (Ruston

High School)
Board Members  

Violet Pave (LaGrange High School) 
Yaxin Lin (Caddo Magnet High School)
Jasmine Hunter (Caddo Magnet High

School)
Sndra Elabbas (Caddo Magnet High

School)
Nafeesa Khan (Woodlawn High School)

https://www.txgcp.org/texas-women-girls-in-stem-summit
https://www.txgcp.org/texas-women-girls-in-stem-summit
https://www.txgcp.org/texas-women-girls-in-stem-summit
https://www.txgcp.org/texas-women-girls-in-stem-summit
mailto:STEM@TxGCP.org?subject=Summit%20Scholarship%20Inquiry
mailto:STEM@TxGCP.org?subject=Summit%20Scholarship%20Inquiry
https://www.txgcp.org/texas-women-girls-in-stem-summit


Grab your hot cocoa and your favorite winter or holiday
sweater for this fun and festive collaboration networking

event! Meet and exchange information with individuals who
are interested in STEM equity through a combination of large

group and breakout group activities.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
DECEMBER 12:

HOLIDAY SWEATER NETWORKING

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE

PROJECT:

WOMEN IN STEM: THE
IMPORTANCE OF MENTORSHIP

AND COMMUNITY
Mentoring has been shown to play a key role in skills

development, career advancement, success and
socioemotional support. Studies show a direct

correlation between effective mentorship programs
and improvements in participation and

representation of women in STEM fields. 

THIS MONTH’S 
RESOURCES

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE

NGCP ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you Cedar Creek School!

https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=776&
https://asm.org/Articles/2024/October/Women-STEM-Importance-Mentorship-Community?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8opKb_QyVigQIK5kn8pVIxkBxqZY3_-h-SqNpo66DEg6VJkBJ0nDzNWMFPy87a_rrx1a4tXgDQpS1OmtXVFJnFtm2IAg&_hsmi=331280661
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-girls-collaborative-project
https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=781&
https://ngcproject.org/events-announcements


ADA LOVELACE DAY: 10 INSPIRING
WOMEN IN STEM IN 2024

Ada Lovelace Day provides a fitting occasion to
honor the contributions of women in STEM and

encourage more girls and women to pursue
careers in these fields. Lovelace, often regarded

as the world’s first computer programmer,
continues to inspire future generations. As of

2024, women comprise about 28% of the global
STEM workforce, with enrollment in STEM-related

courses seeing a 15% increase since 2020.

LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE SHINES AT 
2024 LASTEM SUMMIT

READ MORE

The Louisiana Girls Collaborative
presented a sparkling session at the 2024

LASTEM Summit held in Lafayette,
Louisiana. Following an overview of the

program by SCILS Region 8 LASTEM
Center Director Cathi Cox-Boniol, high
school students Melissa Le and Aashni

Sha provided impressive remarks about
the importance of supporting Girls in

STEM and how they have been actively
involved in the expansion of the Louisiana

Girls Collaborative--Melissa with her
“STEM to Bloom” initiative and Aashni

with the creation of the “STEM Her Way”
project. National Girls Collaborative

Founder and CEO Karen Peterson also
attended and offered her insight into the

work being done as well as the
commitment needed to move forward.
Thanks to all who attended for creating
such incredible energy and buzz around

this statewide initiative while helping
enhance momentum toward the future!

https://techfundingnews.com/ada-lovelace-day-10-inspiring-women-in-stem-in-2024/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8d9YEZsrSldfJ26EfV6MVvyVGp6vajJUBtl1nVEJjyXshDU-KBZlMMdUxT1Exx3g6X5AxRxSVaTatBiFQiM68eAFV8wg&_hsmi=328144731
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/


The Girls’ Index™: Girls & STEM
Impact Report

Ruling Our Experiences has
unveiled The Girls' Index™: Girls

& STEM Report, the largest
study of its kind, featuring

insights from over 17,500 girls in
grades 5-12. The report

highlights a growing interest in
STEM careers among girls, but

also a concerning drop in
confidence. It calls for action to
bridge the gap between girls'
aspirations and self-belief in

STEM fields.

DECEMBER 2024
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SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in the
College of Education and Human Sciences at

Louisiana Tech University

Presenting Our Fourth
“STEM Her Way”

Webinar
Featuring

Dr. Anne Case Hanks

The Girls’ Index™: 
Girls & STEM Impact Report

Anne is the  Director of the School
of Science and Associate Professor

of Atmospheric Science at the
University of Louisiana at Monroe.

WATCH THE
VIDEO

EXPLORE KEY FINDINGS ON
HOW TO SUPPORT GIRLS IN

STEM



The 2025 EngineerGirl Writing Contest is now open.
Students in grades 3-12 are asked to write a piece about a
common object they would make “smart,” what it would do,

and what could go wrong. Entries must be submitted by
February 5, 2025.

ENGINEERGIRL WRITING CONTEST

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
LOUISIANA GIRLS COLLABORATIVE

PROJECT:

TECHGIRLS INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE PROGRAM

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FAST
APPROACHING!

TechGirls is a U.S. Department of State summer
exchange program designed to empower and support
young women (ages 15-17) from the United States and

select countries around the world to pursue higher
education and careers in STEM fields through hands-
on skills development training. In 2025, the program
will support 111 young women from 37 participating
countries/territories and 13 U.S. peers in a dynamic

three-week U.S.-based experience with a seven-
month mentoring program. Application is fast

approaching with a deadline of Dec. 6 - apply today!

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

READ MORE

READ MORE

LEARN MORE

NGCP ANNOUNCEMENTS



FREE ISSUE OF REINVENTED
MAGAZINE

Check out Reinvented Magazine for free. This issue is
all about AI and features an introduction to AI,

interviews with women in AI, a tutorial on how to spot AI
images, and much more.

DOWNLOAD

Lou Papai a passionate instructional designer/technologist, trainer, and
educator. During the first part of his career, he served his communities as
an educator in classrooms and science centers. His science center career

started as a Floor/Operations Manager and culminated as a Senior
Director of Education. During that time, he gained executive leadership
skills that lead his institutions to create a passion for lifelong learning,

meaningful partnerships with K-12 schools, academia, professional
development, as wells as community and business collaborations through
exceptional visitor service, alliances, and initiatives.  Lou also developed
extensive qualifications in leadership, management, strategic planning,

project management, training/PD, and financial systems including revenue
generation with grant and proposal writing experience. He also discovered

his passion and skill in instructional design, instructional technology
design, and adult learning/training. Lou obtained a master’s degree in
instructional design including a certification in instructional technology

design which compliments his extensive training background. Since 2009,
he has gained additional experience in designing, constructing, executing,
and evaluating systems training and programs in a variety of environments

and formats. In addition, Lou has experience with adult learning models,
professional development, learning management systems, and learning

software’s along with curriculum development and
pedagogical/andragogical learning theories. Lou is the former leader of

the Louisiana Girls Collaborative Project and has served as a valued
mentor in helping relaunch the initiative.

WHIZGIRLS ACADEMY PODCAST
On WhizGirls Acadmey Podcast, hear from women
across STEM industries as they discuss their jobs,

STEM journies, and more.

Listen Now

Meet a Member of Our
Champions Board:

Lou Papai
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